What’s in a Bubble? &&= BERIIE

As you suck in through the straw, the sweet taste of cold oolong tea washes into your mouth. Along with it,
a small ball of soft jelly lands on your tongue, and you begin chewing on it. Ah, pearls. Bubble tea simply

wouldn’t be the same without them. But where do they come from, and what are they made of?
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You'll be happy to learn that bubble tea is a Taiwanese affair. It is believed that the famous drink originated
in Taichung in the early 1980s. For a while, a Taiwanese tea shop owner named Liu Han-Chieh had been
experimenting with shaken iced tea, which he’d first seen in Japan. One day, he decided to push the

envelope and do something even wilder to the traditional drink: he threw in tapioca balls.
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Depending on their ingredients, the color of the pearls varies. The black ones include sweet potato, cassava
root and brown sugar. It takes about an hour to make “pearls.” First, they are boiled in water where they
expand considerably. After that, they are drained from the water and poured into a sugary solution, ready
to be served.
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Bubble tea didn’t catch on immediately, however. Only in the 1990s, after a Japanese TV show publicized
the drink, did it become Asia’s coolest drink. Thanks to Liu’s spark of inspiration, the world is now bubbling
with enthusiasm for bubble tea!
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—by J. Michael Cole

Vocabulary

considerably [ken * sidereblr] adv. #HX4kH, AEH, M
publicize [ * pablz saiz] v. =%

spark [spark] n. %, JEE

More Information

wash [waf] v. Jiid


http://baike.baidu.com/view/27608.htm
http://baike.baidu.com/view/60418.htm

affair [o ~ fer]n. F1h, F, FH4H

push the envelope: #k/##FF to move beyond the limit of what has usually been done or was the accepted standard
tapioca [ teepr ~ oks] n. W 2Ny, KZEiEkH

cassava [ke " save] n. BE; WEH;

drain [dren] v. HEH GBAE)



