An Amazing Accomplishment: Linking Beijing to Lhasa &k, 6 =4

It had been China’s dream since the 1950s. For many years, though, the technical complexity of the project
made it impossible to accomplish. But on July 1, 2006, after five years of hard labor and an investment of

$3.68 billion, the Qinghai-Tibet railway linking Beijing to the Tibetan capital, Lhasa, was finally put into

operation. More than 1,000 kilometers long, it is a superb accomplishment.
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While most of the rail line lies 4,000 meters above sea level, at Tanggula Pass it rises to 5,072 meters. This
makes it the world’s highest rail track. The line also boasts the highest tunnel, at 4,905 meters. In addition,

the line’s longest tunnel is an impressive 3,3 kilometers long.
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The construction was filled with technical difficulties. Besides the 675 bridges that needed to be built, the
line spans hundreds of kilometers of permafrost. In the summer, the uppermost layer thaws, making the
ground muddy. This seriously compromises the track’s stability. Therefore, engineers had to elevate the
tracks and sink the foundations deep into the ground. Another challenge was the lack of oxygen at this
elevation. Tibet is so high that the trains must be equipped with oxygen devices to make sure no one gets

sick.
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The 48-hour journey from Beijing to Lhasa is a fascinating experience. There are beautiful white bridges
overlooking the countryside and towering mountains all around. Some say that the train goes so high that

it’s like taking a ride to heaven!
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—by J. Michael Cole

Vocabulary

investment [1n  vestmant] n. &
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superb [su * pab] adj. —¥if of unusually high quality; excellent

accomplishment [o ~ kamplzfment] n. &k

span [spen] v. (fff. #55) B

compromise [~ kampre maiz] v. f& to reduce the quality, value, or degree of something
stability [ste ~ biletr] n. FasE, FaEtt

elevate [ " ¢lo vet] v. f#i LT+

foundation [faun ~ defen] n. (ZHWIK)) Hik

overlook [ ove ~ luk] v. Bk32; 1l

complexity [kem " pleksati] n. &% ()

More Information

Lhasa [ " lase] n. " (PR E )

uppermost [ * Ape-most] adj. &R B EER

thaw [Bo] v. (UK, FZ) bk to become warm enough for snow and ice to melt

elevation [ elo * vefon] n. &JF; #Fik

Idiom

equip with %54, Jii# to add a piece of equipment to something



