What’s Behind the Salem Witch Trials? B#AFEABRAER

In December 1691, some girls in the strict Puritan community of Salem, in the Massachusetts Bay Colony,

started showing unusual symptoms. They would go into convulsions, feel their skin crawl, and have
hallucinations. Doctors were unable to provide an explanation. At some point, the possibility of witchcraft
was mentioned. Soon afterwards, hysteria swept through the town. Throughout 1692, scores of people

were accused of witchcraft and imprisoned. Of them, 20 were executed.
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Over the years, numerous possible explanations have been offered as to why this occurred. They range
from serious psychological explanations to less credible ones, such as the actual presence of witchcraft.

One scientific argument, however, may hold some truth.
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In Salem, rye grain was grown to make bread, and this grain can host a fungus called ergot. In humans, this
fungus acts as a poison and can cause convulsions. It can also produce hallucinations similar to those
caused by the drug LSD. It grows best when there has been a warm, damp spring and a hot wet summer.
This appears to have been the case in 1961. The grain was harvested and stored, and then turned into flour
before Thanksgiving in November. The symptoms, unsurprisingly started to occur in December of that year.
While it cannot actually be proven, it is possible that the Salem witch trials took place because of tainted
bread!
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—by Joe Schier

Vocabulary

symptom [ * stmptem] n. JEAR
hallucination [hs lusn * efen] n. £JiE
execute[ * eksr kjut] v. 4b5E

credible [ * kredeb!] adj. AI{E5H); ATEER
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More Information

Puritan [ ° pjureten] adj. & 4ER

community [ke * mjunatr] n. /MX

Massachusetts [ maeso ~ tfustts] 3% [ JFEiE i ZE M
convulsion [kan * valfen] n. #i#%, %

crawl [krol] v. €, J€fr

witchcraft [ * witf kreeft] n. AAA

hysteria [h1s * trrre] n. SR H,; kMG 4iMsl: BB
range [rend3] v. GEFD ¥ K&

rye [rar] n. #3, B

fungus [ ~ fanges] n. &

ergot [~ aget]n. A

similar to F1...tH 1l

LSD lysergic acid diethylamide ZZ g —Z. 8% (—FhikZIZ5)
damp [deemp] adj. HEBSKI; BRI

harvest [ * harvist] v. ¥c&]; Yok

witch [witf]] n. ZcAk

trial [~ tratal] n. i), HiH)

tainted [ ° tentrd] adj. V54M: A T

as to: <7 with regard to



